Colonialism: Europe Takes Over Africa
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The Dividing of Africa

In the late 1800s, the African continent had much to offer. Seeing this, many European countries started to colonize, or settle, Africa. This rush to take over Africa was known as the “Scramble for Africa”. With so many European countries interested in Africa and in order to prevent a war between them, the Europeans decided to meet and “fairly” divide up the African continent. The result was the Berlin Conference, a series of meetings from 1884-1885 in Berlin, Germany, held by European nations such as England, France, Belgium, Germany, and Denmark. Africa’s rulers did not attend. The European nations discussed Africa’s land and how they wanted it to be divided. Ten percent (10%) of Africa was in European hands going into the meeting. By the end of the meeting, Europeans owned most of Africa.
The European conquest (take-over) of Africa did not go smoothly, either before or after the Berlin Conference. Groups such as the Ashanti, Zulu, Hehe, and Fulani fought costly and bloody battles against the foreign invaders. 
[image: image2.wmf]The uprisings and violence did not stop after Africa was conquered. During the early 1900s, many native groups fought against their colonial rulers. In the end, better weapons, modern technology, and fighting within native groups helped the Europeans to successfully conquer the continent.

[image: image3.wmf]Reasons for Colonization 
[image: image4.wmf]There were many differences in what European powers expected from their colonies. Some countries wanted power and strategic advantage over other European powers (ex. having land along the Niger River in order to control trade). Other countries wanted to take the natural resources (gold, diamonds, minerals, rubber, etc.) of Africa, convert natives into Christians, and other countries wanted the land for their citizens to live on. 
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[image: image6.wmf]The better location a European power had in Africa, then the more powerful they were considered in the world. England had colonies on the Red Sea (Egypt), Mediterranean Sea (Morocco), and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans (Cape Colony). Having these colonies allowed England to control trade routes and become rich. Other colonies grew rich from natural resources such as gold, diamonds, and other minerals. These resources helped European factories produce more products, and it gave those businesses another place to sell their products. Many Africans were forced into hard labor to help mine these natural resources, and others were forced to work long hours in dangerous factories. Most of the Africans who were forced to work were either paid very little or not at all. 
Some Europeans countries (ex. England and Portugal) wanted to set up permanent settlements. When this happened, African natives were forced from their lands and moved to less productive (useful) land. This happened in Kenya, Angola, Zimbabwe, and South Africa.
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Europeans controlled their colonies with two different methods. The first was direct control. Direct control happened when African lands where divided and European officials were put in control of them. Many African leaders were stripped of their power after Europeans took control. European officials were now the ones expected to keep control and maintain order. They also tried to “civilize” the natives and discourage “backward” local customs. In other words, Europeans wanted to change African culture to be more like European culture.

Unsurprisingly, three main problems occurred while Europeans were trying to keep direct control and order: (1) not enough European officials to run the colonies, (2) difficulty overseeing the far-off areas, and (3) Europeans’ lack of knowledge about local customs and languages. Still in some cases of direct control, such as French Senegal, Africans were treated better. They were considered citizens of the European country that controlled them. Sometimes, natives were even sent to Europe to be educated.
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The second kind of colonial control was called indirect control. With indirect rule, local African chiefs were put in charge of the colonized area. England controlled several of its colonies this way. The British did this because they thought that Africans were unable to be “civilized”. The local chiefs answered to British officials instead.

[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]It is important to remember that even though African governments and leaders were set up by the European countries, Europeans did not care about developing these areas and making life better for the natives. The Europeans were only concerned with what they could gain from the situation. The African tribes had no control over their own countries. Land was taken for farms for the Europeans living there. Wars, riots, and protests were common. Starvation and disease occurred. Africans were often forced into labor. New borders were drawn separating families, tribes, and ethnic groups. Wars even started between African tribes that used to be friendly.
 Improvements in Africa

Although it took many years, improvements were made by some European countries. In order to help move their people and products, transportation was improved by building roads and railways (railroads). Healthcare (hospitals and doctors), education (schools were built), and housing were some of the improvements brought to Africa. Europeans also taught many Africans specialized skills that helped to improve factories and the production of goods.

Although Europeans made improvements, it was not usually done to help the Africans. It was done to make life easier for the colonizers. Not enough Africans were educated, and they were not taught how to rule their own territories. These two factors became a huge problem when African countries finally started to gain their independence in the mid 1900s.
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